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Bob	
  Logan	
  has	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  experiences	
  as	
  an	
  academic	
  involved	
  in	
  research	
  in	
  
complexity	
  theory,	
  information	
  theory,	
  biology,	
  environmental	
  science,	
  linguistics,	
  
industrial	
  design	
  and	
  media	
  studies.	
  He	
  published	
  with	
  and	
  collaborated	
  with	
  
Marshall	
  McLuhan	
  and	
  continues	
  his	
  McLuhan	
  studies	
  research.	
  He	
  was	
  also	
  active	
  
in	
  the	
  business	
  world	
  operating	
  a	
  computer	
  training	
  company	
  1982-­‐2000	
  and	
  a	
  
Web	
  development	
  company	
  from	
  1994	
  to	
  2000	
  through	
  which	
  he	
  did	
  extensive	
  
consulting	
  in	
  knowledge	
  management.	
  He	
  was	
  active	
  in	
  politics	
  from	
  1974	
  to	
  date.	
  
Among	
  his	
  many	
  activities	
  he	
  served	
  as	
  an	
  advisor	
  to	
  PM	
  Pierre	
  Eliot	
  Trudeau,	
  
policy	
  chair	
  of	
  the	
  Ontario	
  wing	
  of	
  the	
  federal	
  Liberal	
  Party	
  and	
  an	
  advisor	
  to	
  
various	
  federal	
  cabinet	
  ministers.	
  He	
  is	
  also	
  an	
  author	
  or	
  editor	
  of	
  12	
  books	
  listed	
  
below	
  and	
  many	
  articles	
  in	
  refereed	
  journals.	
  He	
  continues	
  to	
  teach	
  The	
  Poetry	
  of	
  
Physics	
  at	
  the	
  U.	
  of	
  Toronto	
  where	
  he	
  is	
  Prof.	
  Emeritus.	
  He	
  also	
  teaches	
  the	
  Think	
  
Tank	
  course	
  at	
  OCAD	
  U.	
  where	
  he	
  is	
  the	
  Chief	
  Scientist	
  of	
  the	
  Strategic	
  Innovation	
  
Lab.	
  He	
  is	
  a	
  Fellow	
  at	
  University	
  of	
  St.	
  Michael’s	
  College	
  where	
  he	
  teaches	
  a	
  course	
  
simply	
  entitled	
  McLuhan.	
  He	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  Sr.	
  Fellow	
  at	
  the	
  Origins	
  Institute,	
  McMaster	
  U.	
  
and	
  Sr.	
  Fellow	
  at	
  the	
  Institute	
  of	
  Biocomplexity	
  and	
  Informatics,	
  U.	
  of	
  Calgary.	
  In	
  
June	
  2011	
  he	
  was	
  presented	
  with	
  the	
  Walter	
  J.	
  Ong	
  Award	
  for	
  Career	
  Achievement	
  
in	
  Scholarship	
  by	
  the	
  Media	
  Ecology	
  Association.	
  
	
  
Born	
  August	
  31,	
  1939	
  in	
  Brooklyn,	
  New	
  York,	
  USA	
  
	
  
Education	
  
B.Sc.,	
  M.I.T.	
  (1961)	
  	
  
Ph.D.,	
  M.I.T.	
  (1965).	
  	
  
	
  
Academic	
  Positions	
  
Research	
  Associate,	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Physics	
  -­‐	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois,	
  1965-­‐1967.	
  	
  
Research	
  Associate,	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Physics	
  -­‐	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto,	
  1967-­‐1968.	
  	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Physics	
  -­‐	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto,	
  1968-­‐1975.	
  	
  	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Physics	
  -­‐	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto,	
  1975-­‐	
  2005.	
  	
  	
  
Professor	
  Emeritus,	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Physics	
  -­‐	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto,	
  2005-­‐.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  Cross	
  Appointed	
  to	
  OISE,	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Curriculum.	
  1984-­‐2005.	
  	
  
Visiting	
  Professor,	
  Institute	
  of	
  Communications,	
  Hebrew	
  University,	
  Jerusalem,	
  
1982.	
  	
  
Member	
  of	
  the	
  Pugwash	
  Conferences	
  on	
  Science	
  and	
  World	
  Affairs.1979-­‐	
  	
  
Summer	
  Visitor	
  Los	
  Alamos	
  Labs	
  1963	
  &	
  1964.	
  
Summer	
  Visitor	
  Aspen	
  Institute	
  1967.	
  
Summer	
  Visitor	
  Lawrence	
  Berkeley	
  Labs	
  1968.	
  
Sabbatical	
  Visitor	
  Technion	
  1973.	
  



Foreign Member of Soviet Academy of Human Pursuits on Creativity, Akademia 
Tborchestra, 1989-. 
 
	
  
	
  
Honours	
  and	
  Awards	
  
•	
  Recipient	
  of	
   the	
  Walter	
   J.	
  Ong	
  Prize	
   for	
  Career	
  Achievement	
   in	
  Scholarship.	
  This	
  
award	
  was	
  presented	
  by	
  the	
  Media	
  Ecology	
  Association.	
  June	
  2011.	
  
•	
  Nominated	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  top	
  30	
  lecturers	
  in	
  Ontario	
  by	
  TVOntario	
  2005.	
  
•	
  Recipient	
  of	
  the	
  Susan	
  K.	
  Langer	
  Prize	
  for	
  outstanding	
  scholarship	
  in	
  the	
  Ecology	
  
of	
   symbolic	
   form.	
   	
   This	
   award	
   was	
   presented	
   by	
   the	
   Media	
   Ecology	
   Association	
  
based	
  on	
  the	
  book,	
  The	
  Sixth	
  Language:	
  	
  Learning	
  a	
  Living	
  in	
  the	
  Internet	
  Age.	
  	
  June	
  
2000.	
  
•	
  Foreign	
  Member	
  of	
  Soviet	
  Academy	
  of	
  Human	
  Pursuits	
  on	
  Creativity,	
  Akademia	
  
Tborchestra,	
  1989-­‐.	
  
	
  
Academics	
  Activities	
  
•	
  IIDEX	
  presenter	
  2013	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  Terrence	
  Deacon’s	
  Research	
  Team	
  –	
  UC	
  Berkeley	
  2013-­‐	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  International	
  Network	
  of	
  the	
  Extended	
  Knowledge	
  (2013-­‐15)	
  project,	
  
The	
  Edinburgh	
  Centre	
  for	
  Epistemology,	
  Mind	
  and	
  Normativity,	
  University	
  of	
  
Edinburgh	
  
•	
  Fellow	
  of	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  St.	
  Michael’s	
  College	
  at	
  the	
  U.	
  of	
  Toronto,	
  2012-­‐	
  
•	
  Chief	
  Scientist	
  –	
  Strategic	
  Innovation	
  Lab,	
  OCAD	
  U,	
  2007-­‐.	
  
•	
  Sessional	
  Instructor	
  –	
  OCAD,	
  U	
  2008-­‐	
  
•	
  Senior	
  Fellow	
  -­‐	
  Beal	
  Institute,	
  OCAD,	
  2006-­‐2007.	
  
•	
  Senior	
  Fellow	
  Origins	
  Institute,	
  McMaster	
  University,	
  2007-­‐.	
  
•	
  Sessional	
  Instructor	
  -­‐	
  McMaster	
  University,	
  2009-­‐.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Science	
  of	
  Information	
  Institute	
  2007-­‐	
  
•	
  Discussion	
  Leader	
  –	
  Foundation	
  of	
  Information	
  Science	
  –	
  2007.	
  
•	
  Senior	
  Fellow	
  Institute	
  of	
  Biocomplexity	
  and	
  Informatics,	
  University	
  of	
  Calgary,	
  
2006-­‐.	
  
•	
  Senior	
  Fellow	
  Faculty	
  of	
  Environment	
  Studies,	
  York	
  University	
  1993-­‐5.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  Editorial	
  Board	
  of	
  the	
  journal	
  MDPI	
  Information	
  2009-­‐	
  
•	
  Associate	
  Editor	
  of	
   Journal	
  EME	
  which	
   is	
   the	
   Journal	
  of	
   the	
  Media	
  Ecology	
  Assoc	
  
(MEA)	
  –	
  2001-­‐2003.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  Board	
  of	
  Media	
  Ecology	
  Association	
  –	
  2001-­‐2004.	
  
•	
  Member	
   of	
   the	
   Editorial	
   Board	
   of	
   EME	
   (Explorations	
   in	
  Media	
   Ecology	
  —2001-­‐
2006.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
   the	
  Editorial	
  Board	
  –	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Communication	
  Assoc	
   –	
  2001-­‐
2002.	
  
•	
  Co-­‐principal	
  Investigator	
  U.	
  of	
  T./OISE	
  Technology	
  in	
  Education	
  Group	
  1982-­‐1990.	
  
•	
   Project	
   Leader	
   in	
   the	
   Self	
   Reliance	
   Program	
   of	
   the	
   International	
   Federation	
   of	
  
Institutes	
  for	
  Advanced	
  Study,	
  1978-­‐1980.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  of	
  "Human	
  Futures",	
  a	
  Journal	
  published	
  by	
  the	
  public	
  
Enterprise-­‐Centre	
   for	
   Continuing	
   Education,	
   New	
   Delhi	
   in	
   collaboration	
   with	
   the	
  



International	
   Council	
   for	
   Centre	
   for	
   Continuing	
   Education,	
   New	
   Delhi	
   in	
  
collaboration	
  with	
  the	
  International	
  Council	
  for	
  the	
  Quality	
  of	
  Working	
  Life,	
  1979.	
  
•	
  President,	
  Education	
  Futures	
  Ontario,	
  1974-­‐76.	
  
•	
  Associate	
  Program	
  Director,	
  New	
  College,	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto,	
  1974-­‐76.	
  
•	
  Co-­‐ordinator	
  of	
  Club	
  of	
  Gnu,	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto,	
  1974-­‐1981.	
  
•	
   Associate	
   of	
   Institute	
   for	
   Environmental	
   Studies,	
   University	
   of	
   Toronto,	
   1975-­‐
1980.	
  
•	
   President,	
   Non-­‐Partisan	
   committee	
   for	
   Canadian	
   Unity	
   through	
  Diversity,	
   1976-­‐
1984.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  Educational	
  Council	
  for	
  Health	
  and	
  the	
  Environment,	
  1977.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  Canadian	
  Associates	
  for	
  the	
  Club	
  of	
  Rome,	
  1976.	
  
•	
  Member	
  of	
  Canadian	
  Science	
  Writers	
  Association,	
  1979.	
  
	
  
Chief	
  Scientist	
  at	
  the	
  Strategic	
  Innovation	
  Lab	
  at	
  Ontario	
  College	
  of	
  Art	
  and	
  
Design	
  
In	
  his	
  role	
  as	
  Chief	
  Scientist	
  at	
  the	
  Strategic	
  Innovation	
  Lab	
  he	
  is	
  engaged	
  in	
  the	
  
following	
  projects:	
  
1.	
  The	
  SmartBook	
  project	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  framework	
  and	
  platform	
  for	
  the	
  hybrid	
  of	
  the	
  
printed	
  book	
  and	
  the	
  e-­‐book,	
  
2.	
  The	
  Greening	
  My	
  Hotel	
  project	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  hotels	
  in	
  Canada	
  to	
  encourage	
  their	
  
staff	
  to	
  adopt	
  sustainability	
  practices,	
  
3.	
  The	
  2020	
  Future	
  of	
  Media	
  project	
  funded	
  by	
  OMDC	
  in	
  which	
  we	
  will	
  identify	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  Ontario's	
  entertainment	
  and	
  cultural	
  industries	
  vis-­‐a-­‐vis	
  the	
  
Internet,	
  	
  
4.	
  MaRS	
  Design	
  Research	
  project	
  to	
  discover	
  ways	
  that	
  MaRS	
  clients	
  in	
  the	
  ICT	
  and	
  
Health	
  ICT	
  can	
  better	
  commercialize	
  their	
  technological	
  breakthroughs	
  to	
  create	
  
viable	
  products	
  and	
  services	
  in	
  the	
  market	
  place.	
  	
  
5.	
  Theoretical	
  studies	
  with	
  Greg	
  Van	
  Alstyne	
  of	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  emergence	
  in	
  design	
  and	
  
the	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  design	
  ecosystem.	
  
	
  
New	
  Media	
  Experience	
  
	
  
•	
  Guest	
  Blogger	
  –	
  PBS	
  Mediashift	
  –	
  2007.	
  
•	
   Second	
   Life	
   TV	
   –	
   First	
   	
   lecture	
   televised	
   by	
   SLCN.	
   http://www.slcn.tv/media-­‐
ecology-­‐dr-­‐robert-­‐k-­‐logan.	
  
•	
  Lecture	
  delivered	
  on	
  Skype	
  from	
  Toronto	
  to	
  University	
  of	
  Copenhagen	
  –	
  Dept.	
  of	
  
Media,	
  Cognition	
  and	
  Communication.	
  
	
  
Business	
  Experience	
  as	
  Entrepreneur	
  
	
  
This	
  includes	
  founding	
  and	
  operating	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  companies	
  from	
  1982	
  to	
  2000	
  
including	
  a	
  computer	
  training	
  centre	
  (Logan	
  Design	
  Systems	
  Ltd.),	
  a	
  desktop	
  
publishing	
  operation	
  (Desktop	
  Training	
  Centre),	
  a	
  Web	
  development	
  company	
  
specializing	
  in	
  knowledge	
  management	
  (Gutenberg	
  Internet	
  Services	
  Inc.)	
  and	
  a	
  
Web-­‐based	
  portal	
  company	
  PM	
  Rentals	
  Ltd.	
  
	
  



Consultations	
  1982	
  -­‐2000	
  included	
  Siemens,	
  Intel,	
  Aetna,	
  The	
  Life	
  Insurance	
  
Marketing	
  Research	
  Association,	
  Nortel,	
  Tycho	
  Electronics,	
  Standard	
  Life,	
  Electronic	
  
Corporation	
  of	
  Israel,	
  Government	
  of	
  Canada	
  (Min	
  of	
  Communications,	
  Min.	
  of	
  	
  
National	
  Defense,	
  Science	
  Council	
  and	
  Min	
  of	
  State	
  for	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology),	
  
Government	
  of	
  Ontario	
  (Min.	
  of	
  Education),	
  and	
  many	
  others.	
  
	
  
Business	
  Experience	
  as	
  an	
  Independent	
  Consultant,	
  2000-­‐	
  
•	
  Associate	
  –	
  Elenchus	
  Consulting,	
  2010-­‐	
  
•	
  Chief	
  Academic	
  Officer	
  –	
  Sir	
  Adam	
  Beck	
  Academy,	
  2010-­‐2011	
  
•	
  Chief	
  Scientist	
  –	
  Transitions	
  Plus,	
  2008-­‐2010	
  
•	
  Workshop	
  presenter	
  MaRS	
  Discovery	
  District	
  2010-­‐2011	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  Research	
  
	
  

1) Linguistics:	
  the	
  origin	
  and	
  evolution	
  of	
  language	
  
	
  
The	
  Extended	
  Mind	
  Model	
  for	
  the	
  origin	
  of	
  language	
  has	
  been	
  developed	
  and	
  a	
  
number	
  of	
  papers	
  presented	
  and	
  published.	
  (Logan	
  2000,	
  2005a	
  &	
  2007).	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  research	
  has	
  led	
  to	
  two	
  philosophical	
  papers,	
  one	
  co-­‐authored	
  with	
  John	
  
Schumann	
  on	
  dualistic	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  brain	
  and	
  the	
  mind,	
  one	
  dealing	
  with	
  the	
  
symbolosphere	
  (Logan	
  and	
  Schumann	
  2005)	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  with	
  the	
  mediasphere	
  
(Logan	
  2006).	
  
	
  
The	
  evolution	
  of	
  notated	
  language	
  has	
  been	
  developed	
  in	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  articles	
  and	
  
two	
  books,	
  The	
  Fifth	
  Language	
  (Logan	
  1995)	
  and	
  The	
  Sixth	
  Language	
  (2004b).	
  The	
  
Sixth	
  Language	
  details	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  information	
  processing	
  work	
  and	
  education	
  
and	
  their	
  impact	
  on	
  each	
  other.	
  Speech,	
  writing,	
  math,	
  science,	
  computing	
  and	
  the	
  
Internet	
  are	
  shown	
  to	
  form	
  a	
  co-­‐evolutionary	
  chain	
  of	
  languages.	
  	
  
	
  
2)	
  Social	
  impact	
  and	
  history	
  of	
  media	
  
	
  
A	
  study	
  was	
  made	
  of	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  alphabet	
  on	
  Western	
  civilization	
  and	
  
published	
  in	
  1986	
  and	
  reissued	
  in	
  2004	
  in	
  a	
  second	
  edition	
  published	
  by	
  Hampton	
  
Press	
  under	
  the	
  title	
  The	
  Alphabet	
  Effect	
  (Logan	
  2004a).	
  The	
  impact	
  of	
  computing	
  
and	
  the	
  Internet	
  on	
  work	
  and	
  education	
  were	
  presented	
  in	
  The	
  Fifth	
  Language	
  
(Logan	
  1995)	
  and	
  The	
  Sixth	
  Language	
  (Logan	
  2004b).	
  A	
  new	
  study	
  is	
  being	
  made	
  of	
  
the	
  social	
  impacts	
  and	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  “new	
  media”	
  is	
  a	
  project	
  called	
  Understanding	
  
New	
  Media:	
  Extensions	
  of	
  Marshall	
  McLuhan.	
  The	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  “new	
  media”	
  on	
  the	
  
media	
  McLuhan	
  studied	
  in	
  Understanding	
  Media:	
  Extension	
  of	
  Man	
  like	
  radio,	
  TV	
  
and	
  the	
  movies	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  “new	
  media”	
  themselves	
  like	
  the	
  Internet,	
  
the	
  World	
  Wide	
  Web,	
  Blogs,	
  Cell	
  Phones,	
  I-­‐pods,	
  etc.	
  
	
  
3)	
  Science	
  Education	
  	
  
	
  



Explorations	
  of	
  the	
  way	
  science	
  can	
  be	
  taught	
  to	
  non-­‐scientists	
  based	
  on	
  my	
  course	
  
the	
  Poetry	
  of	
  Physics	
  and	
  the	
  Physics	
  of	
  Poetry.	
  The	
  course	
  has	
  run	
  from	
  1971	
  and	
  I	
  
am	
  still	
  teaching	
  it.	
  
	
  
4)	
  Use	
  of	
  computers	
  in	
  education	
  
	
  
Work	
  in	
  this	
  area	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  The	
  Fifth	
  Language	
  (Logan	
  1995)	
  and	
  The	
  Sixth	
  
Language	
  (Logan	
  2004a).	
  Implications	
  for	
  education	
  of	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  computers	
  and	
  the	
  
Internet	
  are	
  developed.	
  The	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  computers	
  will	
  change	
  our	
  educational	
  
goals	
  and	
  curriculum	
  and	
  their	
  relationship	
  to	
  commerce	
  and	
  work	
  are	
  explored.	
  
Other	
  studies	
  include	
  Logan	
  et	
  al.	
  1983	
  and	
  Logan	
  and	
  Padro	
  1985.	
  
	
  
5)	
  Knowledge	
  Management	
  and	
  Strategic	
  Foresight	
  
	
  
The	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  knowledge	
  can	
  be	
  shared	
  and	
  collaborations	
  established	
  have	
  
been	
  treated	
  in	
  a	
  book	
  co-­‐authored	
  with	
  Louis	
  Stokes	
  entitled	
  Collaborate	
  to	
  
Compete	
  (Logan	
  and	
  Stokes	
  2004).	
  Knowledge	
  succession	
  planning	
  in	
  the	
  electricity	
  
sector.	
  	
  
	
  
Designed	
  a	
  knowledge	
  network	
  for	
  Siemens	
  AG	
  used	
  world-­‐wide.	
  My	
  company	
  
hosted	
  the	
  Millenium	
  Project	
  in	
  which	
  Siemens,	
  Intel,	
  CIBC,	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  SMEs	
  and	
  a	
  
number	
  of	
  KM	
  experts	
  participated.	
  	
  
	
  
Presented	
  and	
  organized	
  two	
  workshops	
  at	
  MaRS	
  Discovery	
  District	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  of	
  
colleagues	
  and	
  participated	
  in	
  strategic	
  foresight	
  consulting	
  team	
  for	
  two	
  MaRS	
  DD	
  
clients.	
  	
  
	
  
Authored	
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